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BAPTISM OF OUR LORD, JANUARY 12TH, 2025 
 

PRELUDE: “Shall We Gather at the River” – G. Young 
 

WELCOME 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the fountain of living water, 

the rock who gave us birth, 

our light and our salvation. 

Amen. 
 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

We give you thanks, O God, 

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 

and by your Word you created the world, 

calling forth life in which you took delight. 

  

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

  

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 

Shower us with your Spirit, 

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

  

To you be given honor and praise 

through Jesus Christ our Lord 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen 
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GATHERING SONG: ELW 423“Shall We Gather at the River” 

 
 

 

GREETING – Pastor  
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you.  
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KYRIE ELW PG 147 
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HYMN OF PRAISE - ELW 148 “Glory to God” 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY (Assisting Minister) 
 

Let us pray.  (A brief silence is kept before the prayer.) 
  

Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and revealed 

him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit faithful in 

your service, that we may rejoice to be called children of God, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Say:  You may be seated. 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 43:1-7 
  

A reading from Isaiah. 
 

1 But now thus says the Lord, 

  he who created you, O Jacob, 

  he who formed you, O Israel: 

 Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 

  I have called you by name, you are mine. 

 2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 

  and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 

 when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 

  and the flame shall not consume you. 

 3 For I am the Lord your God, 

  the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 

 I give Egypt as your ransom, 

  Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. 

 4 Because you are precious in my sight, 

  and honored, and I love you, 

 I give people in return for you, 

  nations in exchange for your life. 

 5 Do not fear, for I am with you; 

  I will bring your offspring from the east, 

  and from the west I will gather you; 

 6 I will say to the north, “Give them up,” 
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  and to the south, “Do not withhold; 

 bring my sons from far away 

  and my daughters from the end of the earth— 

 7 everyone who is called by my name, 

  whom I created for my glory, 

  whom I formed and made.” 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 29 

 

 1 Ascribe to the | Lord, you gods, 

  ascribe to the Lord glo- | ry and strength. 

 2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory | due God’s name; 

  worship the Lord in the beau- | ty of holiness. 

 3 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders; 

  the Lord is upon the | mighty waters. 

 4 The voice of the Lord is a pow- | erful voice; 

  the voice of the Lord is a | voice of splendor.  

 5 The voice of the Lord breaks the | cedar trees; 

  the Lord breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon; 

 6 the Lord makes Lebanon skip | like a calf, 

  and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox. 

 7 The voice | of the Lord 

  bursts forth in | lightning flashes. 

 8 The voice of the Lord | shakes the wilderness; 

  the Lord shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh.  

 9 The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the | forests bare. 

  And in the temple of the Lord all are | crying, “Glory!” 

 10 The Lord sits enthroned a- | bove the flood; 

  the Lord sits enthroned as king for- | evermore. 

 11 O Lord, give strength | to your people; 

  give them, O Lord, the bless- | ings of peace.  
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SECOND READING:  Acts 8:14-17 
 

A reading from Acts. 
 

14 Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of 

God, they sent Peter and John to them. 15 The two went down and prayed for them 

that they might receive the Holy Spirit 16 (for as yet the Spirit had not come upon 

any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). 17 Then 

Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 
 

Word of God, word of life.  

Thanks be to God. 
 

The congregation rises to welcome the gospel.  

 

ALLELUIA PROPERS – CHOIR 
 

GOSPEL: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their 

hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16 John answered all of 

them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is 

coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with 

the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing 

floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with 

unquenchable fire.” 21 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also 

had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit 

descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, 

“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The congregation is seated. 
 

CHILDRENS SERMON  
        

SERMON 
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INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 
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HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 455 “Crashing Waters at Creation” (Choir Vs.2) 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
  

With one voice, in unity with the church catholic, let us confess our faith in the 

words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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INSTALLATION OF THE 2025 CHURCH COUNCIL 

The assembly is seated. 

  

P: The following people have been elected by the congregation to positions of 

leadership. We give thanks for their willingness to serve. In baptism we are 

welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in the mission of God; we 

rejoice now that these sisters and brothers will lead us in our common life and our 

mutual mission as a congregation.  

 

P: Harold Bruns, Rich Dregne, Gary Goodykoontz, Kathy Fotheringham, Jan 

Ludwig, Dave Marquette, Glenn Noffsinger, Stephanie Sebring, Rebekah Seng, 

and Tim Snow  

 

P: A reading from First Corinthians: There are varieties of gifts, but the same 

Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties 

of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each 

is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.   (1 Corinthians 12:4-

7) 

 

You have been elected to positions of leadership and trust in this congregation. 

 

You are to see that the words and deeds of this household of faith bear witness to 

God, who gathers us into one together with the whole church.  

 

You are to seek to involve all members of this congregation in worship, learning, 

witness, service, and support, so that the mission of Christ is carried out in this 

congregation, in the wider church, in this community, and in the whole world.  

 

You are to be faithful in your specific area of serving, that the Spirit who empowers 

you may be glorified.  

 

You are to be examples of faith active in love, fostering peace, harmony, and 

mutual understanding in this congregation. 

 

On behalf of your sisters and brothers in Christ, I ask you:  

Will you accept and faithfully carry out the duties of the offices  
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to which you have been elected?  If so, respond “I will, and I ask God to help me.” 

Church Council: I will, and I ask God to help me. 

 

The assembly stands.  

 

A: People of God, I ask you:  

Will you support these, your elected leaders,  

and will you share in the mutual ministry  

that Christ has given to all who are baptized? 

C:  We will, and we ask God to help us. 

 

P:  I now declare you installed as council members of this Congregation.  

Almighty God bless you, and direct your days and your deeds in peace,  

that you may be faithful servants of Christ. 

Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the 

world, and all of creation. 
 

You call us by name and form us. We give thanks for the gift of baptism. Nurture 

the baptized and equip people sent to proclaim the good news, especially Messiah 

Lutheran Church in Bay City and their pastor Timothy Jahn, and for Young Adults 

in Global Mission and international congregations. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Your voice sounds over the waters. Speak words of healing over the rivers and 

lakes, seas and oceans. Heeding your voice, lead us to care for water, and the land 

and creatures it nourishes. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
 

You give strength to your people. Uphold all who serve the common good. Guide 

federal and state legislators, city and county officials, judges and juries. Strengthen 

our resolve to serve all in need. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

You are with us in challenging times. Draw near to all who are ill, undergoing 

treatment, or recovering from surgery especially those on St. Peter’s Prayer List 

(refer to the Prayer List insert in the bulletin) and those we pray for aloud now or 

in the silence of our hearts. (A brief silence here). Accompany individuals and 

families affected by addiction or mental health challenges. Uphold each person as 

your beloved. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

You draw us into community. Embolden ministries of racial reconciliation, nurture 

work on behalf of immigrants and refugees, and equip each to use their gifts for the 

sake of neighbors near and far. God of grace, hear our prayer.  
 

You grant us peace. Comfort all who grieve. Dwell with us in this life and, at the 

last, join us with the saints whom you have created, formed, and named. God of 

grace, hear our prayer. 
 

We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your 

promise is revealed among the people. 

Amen. 
 

PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

Say: “We invite you to share a sign of Christ’s peace with one another.” 
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OFFERING  
 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE – “When You Pass Through the Waters”  P. Weber 
 

OFFERING PRAYER (Assisting Minister) 
 

Let us pray.  (A brief silence.)  
 

Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish 

your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all 

may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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PREFACE 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

Blessed are you, O holy God: 

you are the Life and Light of all. 

By your powerful word you created all things. 

Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to the nations. 

Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son. 

He is your Light, shining in our darkness 

and revealing to us your mercy and might. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, 

his preaching and healing, 

his dying and rising, 

and his promise to come again, 

we await that day when all the universe 

will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light. 

By your Spirit bless us and this meal, 

that, refreshed with this heavenly food, 

we may be light for the world, 

revealing the brilliance of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, 

both now and forever. 

Amen.  
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LORD’S PRAYER  

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
   

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

God has called you to this meal. Come and participate in love’s amazing gift of 

grace. 
 

The congregation may be seated.   
 

COMMUNION SONG ELW PG 154“Lamb of God” 
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COMMUNION HYMN ELW 800 “Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart” 

 
 

CONGREGATION WILL REMAIN SEATED. 
 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (Assisting Minister) 

Let us pray.  (A brief silence.) 
 

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing 

power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith 

toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen.   
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

SENDING 

The congregation stands to receive the blessing. 
 

 

BLESSING  

The spirit of the triune God,  

☩ bless you with joy,  

anoint you with compassion,  

and send you in love. Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN - ELW 304 “Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized” 
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Dismissal 

The pastor sends the assembly into mission. 

… 

Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE: “Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized”  C. Ore 

  
Materials reproduced from Sundays and Seasons  Copyright 2019@ Augsburg Fortress 

Publishers . 

All music used with permission CCLI license # 1000417 Expiration 6/30/2025; 

One License  #A-741564, Expiration 05/22/25 
 


