PRESENTATION OF OUR , FEBUARY 2NP, 2025
PRELUDE: “You are My Hiding Place” — Michael Ledner
WELCOME

CONFESSIONS AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,

our creator,

our protector,

our wellspring of life.

Amen.

Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us
confess our sin.

Merciful God,

you speak blessing and compassion into the world.
Forgive us for the ways we act

with judgment, cruelty, or indifference.
We ignore the needs of our neighbors;

we resist your call to oppose injustice;

we give in to scarcity and fear;

we assume the worst about one another.
Cleanse us from our faults

and release us from their grasp.

Show us your lovingkindness.

Restore our hearts and repair your world,
that we may live in Christ’s ways.

Amen.

God proclaims these words of assurance:
“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you.

I have called you by name. You are mine.”

In + Christ, you are forgiven.

In the Spirit, you are made free.
Refreshed by the waters of mercy,
live anew as beloved children of God.
Amen.



GATHERING SONG - ELW 671“Shine, Jesus, Shine”
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Shine on me, shine on me:
Shine on me, shine on me:

Text: Graham Kendrick
Music: SHINE, JESUS, SHINE, Graham Kendrick

GREETING — Pastor

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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PRAYER OF THE DAY (Assisting Minister)
Let us pray. (A brief silence is kept before the prayer.)

Almighty and ever-living God, your only-begotten Son was presented this day in
the temple. May we be presented to you with clean and pure hearts by the same
Jesus Christ, our great high priest, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Say: You may be seated.
FIRST READING: Malachi 3:1-4

A reading from Malachi.

1 See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord
whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant
in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 2 But who can
endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears?

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; * he will sit as a refiner and
purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like
gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. # Then the
offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old
and as in former years.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 84
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

! How dear to me ! is your dwelling,
O ! Lord of hosts!
2 My soul has a desire and longing for the courts ! of the Lord;
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the ! living God.
3 Even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest where she may ! lay
her young,
by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts, my king ' and my God.
*Happy are they who dwell I in your house!
They will always be ! praising you.
S Happy are the people whose strength ! is in you,
whose hearts are set on the | pilgrims’ way.
® Those who go through the balsam valley will find it a | place of springs,
for the early rains have covered it with | pools of water.
"They will climb from ! height to height,
and the God of gods will be ' seen in Zion.
® Lord God of hosts, | hear my prayer;
give ear, O | God of Jacob.
9 Behold our defend- ! er, O God;
and look upon the face of | your anointed.
9 For one day in your courts is better than a ! thousand elsewhere.
| would rather stand at the threshold of the house of my God than dwell
in the tents | of the wicked.
1 For the Lord God is both sun and shield, bestowing | grace and glory;
no good thing will the Lord withhold from those who walk ! with integrity.
120 I'Lord of hosts,
happy are they who put their ! trust in you!



SECOND READING: Hebrews 2:14-18
A reading from Hebrews.

14 Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, [Jesus] himself likewise
shared the same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the
power of death, that is, the devil, ¥ and free those who all their lives were held in
slavery by the fear of death. ® For it is clear that he did not come to help angels, but
the descendants of Abraham. '’ Therefore he had to become like his brothers and
sisters in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the
service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people.

18 Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who
are being tested.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

The congregation rises to welcome the gospel.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL.: Luke 2:22-40
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

22When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, [Mary
and Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is
written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to
the Lord”), 2 and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of
the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.”

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was
righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy
Spirit rested on him. % It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would
not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. *” Guided by the Spirit,
Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to
do for him what was customary under the law, %8 Simeon took him in his arms and
praised God, saying,

29 “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,

according to your word;

% for my eyes have seen your salvation,

31 which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,

%2 light for revelation to the Gentiles

and for glory to your people Israel.”

33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about
him. * Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is
destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be
opposed ** so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will
pierce your own soul t0o.”

3¢ There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher.
She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her
marriage, 3" then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but
worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. 3 At that moment she came,
and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for
the redemption of Jerusalem.

39 When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they
returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. *° The child grew and became
strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



The congregation may be seated.
CHILDRENS SERMON
SERMON




HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 737 “He Comes to Us as One Unknown”
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Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, b. 1926
Music: REPTON, C. Hubert H. Parry, 1848-1918
Text © 1984 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.



HOLY BAPTISM

PRESENTATION

The family may gather with the ministers at the font.
The presiding minister addresses the assembly:

Pastor: God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope
through the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin
and death and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the
baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and
joined in God's mission for the life of the world.

Pastor: Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you
desire to have your child baptized into Christ?

Parents: | do.
Pastor: Who do you present for baptism?
Parents: We present Arthur Ohmart for baptism.

Pastor: As you bring Arthur Ohmart to receive the gift of baptism, you are
entrusted with responsibilities:

to live with him among God's faithful people,

bring him to the word of God and the holy supper,

teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,
place in his hands the holy scriptures,

and nurture him in faith and prayer,

so that your child may learn to trust God,

proclaim Christ through word and deed,

care for others and the world God made,

and work for justice and peace.

Parents, do you promise to help Arthur grow in the Christian faith and life?

Do you promise to nurture Arthur in the Christian faith as you are empowered by
God's Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of baptism and in communion
with the church?

Parents: | do.

The presiding minister addresses the assembly:
People of God, do you promise to support Arthur and pray for him in his new life
in Christ?

10



Assembly: We do.
The assembly stands.
PROFESSION OF FAITH

The presiding minister addresses the family and assembly.
| ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the
church.

RENUNCIATION

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God,
the powers of this world that rebel against God,
and the ways of sin that draw you from God?

Response: | renounce them.
The presiding minister addresses the candidates and the assembly.

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried,;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

11



THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT
Water is poured into the font during the thanksgiving. At the font, the presiding
minister begins the thanksgiving:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took
delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and
through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river
your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism
of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and
raise us up to live in you.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are
washed in the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and
praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and
forever. Amen.

BAPTISM

Arthur, | baptize you in the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

You belong to Christ,
in whom you have been baptized.
Alleluia.

Let us pray.

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your
daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life.

Sustain Arthur with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear
of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. Amen.

Arthur, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the
cross of Christ forever. Amen.

12



WELCOME

A lighted candle is given to the family as the Assisting Minister says:
Jesus said, | am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will have the light of
life.

The ministers and the baptismal group face the assembly. The Presiding Minister
leads the assembly in the welcome.

Let us welcome this newly baptized child in Christ.

We welcome Arthur into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join
us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and
redeeming word to all the world. (Applause is appropriate.)

The family may return to their seats as the baptized is presented to the
congregation.

BAPTISMAL HYMN ELW 456 “Baptized in Water”
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Text: Michael Saward, b. 1932

Music: BUNESSAN, Gaelic tune

Text © 1982 Jubilate Hymns, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the
world, and all of creation.

God of generations, you instilled in Anna and Simeon faith, dreams, and the
welcome of a child. Bless elders who embody faith and hope; bless the newly
baptized. Energize us to share faith from generation to generation, especially for
Zion Lutheran Church in Cadilac and their pastor Rev. Scott Torkko. Also,
especially for Rev. Chrisy Bright, Assistant to the Bishop. God of grace, hear our
prayer.

God of creation, in you the sparrow finds a home and we find lush valleys and
living water. Bless the birds of the air, the animals of the valley, and renew our
stewardship of this bountiful creation. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of the nations, strengthen our resolve to care for all children and strive for
peace among nations. Refine our nation where we have failed to root out racism
and guide us in truth-telling and reconciliation. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of hope, many long to see your presence revealed amid challenging
circumstances. We hold in prayer all longing for sustainable housing, secure
employment, access to medical care, and health and wellness especially those on
St. Peter’s Prayer List (refer to the Prayer List insert in the bulletin) and those we
pray for aloud now or in the silence of our hearts. (A brief silence here). God of
grace, hear our prayer.

God of the people, you are made known in caring ministries. Bless those who serve
as communion servers, homebound visitors, baptismal sponsors, confirmation
mentors, and as prayer support. Reveal yourself in the neighborly care we give and
receive. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of life, we thank you for Jesus’ life and for his death that has destroyed death.
We remember the dearly departed, as they dwell with you in your holy courts now
and forever. God of grace, hear our prayer.

We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your
promise is revealed among the people. Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Say: “We invite you to share a sign of Christ’s peace with one another.”

14



OFFERING
OFFERTORY “Create In Me” From the Chicago Folk Service
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OFFERING PRAYER (Assisting Minister)
Let us pray. (A brief silence.)

God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens,
and your abundance to the depths of the seas.
Bless what we offer to your service:

our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts.

Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity,
now and always.

Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
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PREFACE
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From Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Blessed are you, O holy God:

you are the Life and Light of all.

By your powerful word you created all things.
Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to the nations.
Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son.

He is your Light, shining in our darkness

and revealing to us your mercy and might.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,

his preaching and healing,

his dying and rising,

and his promise to come again,

we await that day when all the universe

will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light.
By your Spirit bless us and this meal,

that, refreshed with this heavenly food,

we may be light for the world,

revealing the brilliance of your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,

in your holy Church,

both now and forever.

Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The joy of the Lord is our strength.
Come, eat this meal of gladness.

The congregation may be seated.

COMMUNION SONG ELW PG 154 “Lamb of God”
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COMMUNION HYMN ELW 496 “One Bread, One Body”
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Text: John Foley, s1, b. 1939

Music: ONE BREAD, ONE BODY, John Foley, sy
Text and music © 1978 John B. Foley, SJ and OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

CONGREGATION WILL REMAIN SEATED.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (Assisting Minister)
Let us pray. (A brief silence.)

Nourishing God,

at this table you have refreshed us

with holy gifts of food and drink.

Strengthen us for service,

and send us out to embody your good news

of liberation and healing for the sake of the world.
In the name of Christ we pray,

Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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SENDING

The congregation stands to receive the blessing.

BLESSING

The Spirit of the triune God
=+ bless you with joy,

anoint you with compassion,
and send you in love.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN — ELW 866 “We Are Marching in the Light of God”
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Si-ya - hamb’ e - ku-kha-nyen’kwen-khos’, si - yva - hamb’ e - ku - kha -

Weare march - ing in the light of God, we are march-ing in the
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nyen’ kwen-khos’. Si-ya - hamb’ e - ku-kha - nyen’ kwen-khos’,
light of God. We are march - ing in the light of God,
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si - ya - hamb’ e - ku-kha-nyen’ kwen - khos’.
we are march-ing in the light of God.
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si - ya - hamb’ e - ku - kha - nyen’ kwen - khos’.
we are march-ing in the light of God.
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We are march- ing (march - ing, we  are march - ing) OO
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si - ya - hamb’ e - ku - kha-nyen’ kwen - khos’.
we are march-ing in  the light of God.

Additional stanzas ad lib.:
We are dancing ...
We are praying ...
We are singing ...

Text: South African traditional; tr. Freedom Is Coming, 1984
Music: SiyAHAMBA, South African traditional
Tr. © 1984 Utryck, admin. Walton Music Corp.
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DISMISSAL
The pastor sends the assembly into mission.

Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE: “You Are the Rock of My Salvation” Teresa Muller

Materials reproduced from Sundays and Seasons Copyright 2019@ Augsburg Fortress
Publishers .
All music used with permission CCLI license # 1000417 Expiration 6/30/2025;
One License #A-741564, Expiration 05/22/25
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