SUNDAY NOWV. 23,2025 Christ the King Sunday
PRELUDE: “Crown Him With Many Crowns” D Rotermund
WELCOME

The assembly stands at the Pastor’s invitation.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.

Faithful God,

you have shown us the ways of your heart,
yet we stray from your paths.

We are stuck in sinful systems of oppression
and do not embrace the freedom

of your faithful promises.

We ignore our neighbors.

We exploit the earth.

We reject your abundance,

trusting our impulses instead of your steadfast love.
Repair our relationships,

restore what we have broken,

renew our hearts,

and bring us to new life.

Amen.

Hear the good news:

God the Faithful One loves you,

= in Christ Jesus your sins are forgiven,

and by the power of the Holy Spirit you are set free.
Amen.



GATHERING SONG: “Crown Him With Many Crowns” ELW 855
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1 Crown him with man - y crowns, the Lamb up - on his throne:
2 Crown him the vir - gin's Son. the God in - car - nate bormn,
3 Crown him the Lord of love— be - hold his hands and side.
4 Crown him the Lord of lite, who tri-umphed o’er the grave
5 Crown him the Lord of years, the po - ten - tate of time,
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hark, how the heav'n-ly  an - them drowns all mu - sic but its own.
whose arm  those crim-son  tro - phies won which now his brow a - dom;

rich wounds,yet vis - i - ble a - bove, in beau-ty glo - ri - fied.
and rose vic - to-rious in  the  strife for those he came to save.
cre - a - tor of the roll -ing spheres, in - ef - fab-ly sub-lime.
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A - wake, my soul, and sing of him who died for  thee,
fruit of the mys - tic  rose, yet of that rose the  stem,
No an - gels in the sky can ful - ly bear that sight,
His glo - ries now we sing, who  died and rose on high.
All hail, Re - deem - er,  hail! For thou hast died for me:
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and hail  him as thy match-less king through all e - ter - ni - ty.
the root whence mer - cy ev - er flows,the babe of Beth-le - hem.
but down - ward bend their burn - ing eyes at  mys-ter-ies so bright

who died, e - ter - nal life to bring,and lives that death may die.

thy praise and glo - ry shall not fail through-out e - ter - ni

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

- ty.



PRAYER OF THE DAY (4ssisting Minister)
Let us pray.

O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending joy. We
worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great glory. Abide with us,
reign in us, and make this world into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.
Please be seated as we hear the word of God.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

FIRST READING: JEREMIAH 23:1-6

Today'’s reading builds on the common, ancient Near Eastern metaphor of the king as shepherd. Judah’s
unjust rulers have caused their people, their “flock,” to be scattered. Nevertheless, God will raise up a
new and righteous shepherd who will rule a restored Judah.

A reading from Jeremiah.

1 Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the Lord.

2 Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd
my people: It is you who have scattered my flock and have driven them away, and you
have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says the Lord.

3 Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have
driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and
multiply. 4 I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall no
longer fear or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the Lord.

5 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a
righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely and shall execute justice and
righteousness in the land. 6 In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will live in safety.
And this is the name by which he will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM “All Hail the Power of Jesus Name” ELW 634, Vs 5 & 6
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1 All hail the pow’r of Je - sus’name! Let an - gels pros-trate fall;
2 O seed of Is - rael’s cho-sen race now ran-somed from the fall,
3 Hail him, you heirs of Da-vid’s line, whom Da - vid Lord did call—
4 Sin - ners, whose love can ne’er for - get the worm-wood and the gall,
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bring forth the roy - al di - a - dem and crown him Lord of all.
hail him who saves you by his grace and crown him Lord of all.
the God in - car - nate, man di - vine—and crown him Lord of all.
go  spread your tro - phies at his feet and crown him Lord of all.
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Bring forth the roy - al di - a - dem and crown him Lord of all.
Hail him who saves you by his grace and crown him Lord of all.
The God in - car - natc, man di - vinc—and crown him Lord of all.
Go spread your tro-phiecs at his fcet and crown him Lord of all.
5 Lect ev’ry kindred, cv’ry tribe 6 Oh, that with yonder sacred throng
on this terrestrial ball we at his feet may fall.!
to him all majesty ascribe We’ll join the everlasting song
and crown him Lord of all. and crown him Lord of all.

SECOND READING: Colossians 1:11-20

An early Christian hymn praises the mystery of the political, personal, and mystical Christ, the one who
was present at creation and is eternally reigning with God.

A reading from Colossians

' May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, so
that you may have all endurance and patience, joyfully '? giving thanks to the Father, who
has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. '* He has rescued us
from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, '*in
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation, !¢ for in him all
things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones
or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for
him. ' He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. '® He is the
head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he
might come to have first place in everything. ' For in him all the fullness of God was
pleased to dwell, 2° and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things,
whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



The congregation rises to welcome the gospel.
ALLELUIA VERSE
ALL
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Al - le - lu - ! L[T]

Cantor: “Blessed is the One Who Comes in the Name of Lord, Blessed is the coming of
our ancestors, David”

All
Repeat Alleluia Verse

GOSPEL: Luke 23: 33-43 Amid scoffing and slander from those who sarcastically call him

Messiah and king, Jesus reveals that to be Messiah and king is to give one’s life for others. Here he uses
his power to welcome a despised sinner to paradise but puts his own death into God’s hands.

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

33 When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with
the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34 [[Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive
them, for they do not know what they are doing.”]] And they cast lots to divide his
clothing. 35 And the people stood by watching, but the leaders scoffed at him, saying,
“He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!”

36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 37 and saying,
“If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!”” 38 There was also an inscription over
him, “This is the King of the Jews.”

39 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are
you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do
you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41 And we
indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds,
but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you
come in your kingdom.” 43 He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in
paradise.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ

CHILDREN’S SERMON

SERMON
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HYMN OF THE DAY “Jesus Shall Reign” ELW 434 (Choir Vs 4)
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i Je - sus shall reign  wher - c'er the  sun does its  suc -
2 To him shall end - less prayer be  made, and  prais - es
3 Peo - ple and realms of ev - ry  tongue dwell on  his
4 Bless - ings a- bound wher - e'er he  reigns: the pris - 'ners
5 Let ev-'ry crea - ture rise and  bring pe - cu - liar
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ces - sive jour - neys run; his  king-dom stretch from

throng to crown his  head:; his  name like sweet  per -

love with sweet - est  song; and in - fant voic - es

leap to lose their chains, the wea-ry find (I

hon - ors to our  Kking; an - gels de - scend  with
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shore to shore, till moons shall  wax and wane no  more.
fume shall rise with ev - ry mom - ing sac - ri - fice.
shall  pro - claim their ecar - ly bless - ings on his name.
ter - nal rest, and all who suf - fer want are blest
songs a - gain, and carth re - peat the loud a - men.

The assembly is seated.



NICENE CREED

With one voice, in unity with the church catholic, let us confess our faith in the words of
the Nicene Creed.

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

The following response will be used after each petition: Hear us, O God. Your mercy
is great.

Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who are
in need.

We pray for the church in the world, its leaders, and its mission to share the good news of
healing and restoration. Inspire us to embody the beloved community in ways that
faithfully witness to the Holy Spirit. We pray for Victory Lutheran of Ludington, and
their Pastor, Rev. Ron Iris. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We pray for the trembling mountains and glad streams of creation. Preserve and renew
your coastlines, deep seas, forests, and grasslands. Guide all who tend flocks or care for
creatures of all kinds. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We pray for leaders and advocates in government, civic life, and public safety. Support
equity across the globe, and heal division with accountability and truth. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We pray for any who are hungry, living in poverty or desperation, weary in body or
spirit, or sick especially those on St. Peter’s Prayer List (refer to those on the prayer list
in the bulletin) and those for whom we pray aloud or in the silence of our heart. (Slight
Pause). Comfort all in need of your tender care. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We pray for this part of the body of Christ gathered around word and sacrament. Bring us
into authentic community where all ages are valued and experience God’s faithfulness
together. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace and unyielding
love; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

All are invited to offer your sign of Christ’s peace to those gathered around you today.

The assembly may be seated.



MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

The offering gathered at the beginning of the service for the mission of the church
including the care of those in need is presented to the altar.

OFFERTORY “Crown of Thorns, Crown of Glory” M Schweizer St. Peter Choir
OFFERING PRAYER (4ssisting Minister)
Let us pray.

God of healing and hope,

you bless those who are hungry,

promising to fill them with good things.

Fulfill that promise through us and these your gifts.

Nourish us with the abundance of your feast

and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ our Savior,
now and forever.

Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks
and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. In the blessedness of
your saints you have given us a glorious pledge of the hope of our calling; that, moved
by their witness and supported by their fellowship, we may run with perseverance the
race that is set before us and with them receive the unfading crown of glory. And so,
with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY “Let the Whole Creation Cry”

|

|

' | i . I
)] I I
ks i1 ¢ 4 |
») )
1 Let the whole cre - a - tion cry, “Glo - ry to the Lord on high!”
2 Ser-vants striv-ing for the Lord, proph-ets burn-ing with the word,
3 Men and wom-en, young and old, raise the an - them loud and bold,
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Heav’'nand earth, a - wake and sing, “Praise to our al- might-y king!”
those to whom the arts be-long add their voic-es to the song.
and let chil-dren’s hap - py hearts in this wor - ship take their parts;
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Praise God, an - gel hosts a-bove, ev - er bright and fair in love;
Pow’rs of knowl-edge and of law, to the glo-rious cir - cle draw;
from the north to south-ern pole let the might-y cho-rus roll:
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sun and moon, lift up your voice; night and stars, in God re - joice.
all who work and all who wait, sing,“The Lord is good and great!”
“Ho-1ly, Ho-1ly, Ho-ly One; glo-ry be to God a - lone!”
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God,
our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food,

you created a world in which all might be satistied by your abundance.

You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life,
and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven.
You sent your Son to eat with sinners
and to become food for the world.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
his life given for us
and his rising from the grave,

we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast.

By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal:

strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want,

and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,

in your holy Church,

both now and forever.
Amen
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LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The kingdom of God is set before us. Come, eat and rejoice because at God’s table, all
are welcome.

The assembly may be seated.
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COMMUNION HYMN “Beautiful Savior” ELW 838 Vs 1
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I Beau-ti - ful Sav - ior King of cre - a -  tion,
2 Fair are the mead - ows, fair are the wood - lands,
3 Fair is the sun - shine. fair is the moon - light,
4 Beau - ti - ful  Sav ior, Lord of the na - tions,
o — e e
4 % g — g |
e
Son of God and Son of Man!
robed flow’rs of bloom - ing spring;
bright  the spar - Kkling stars on high;
Son of God and Son of Man!
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Tru - ly I'd love thee, ru - ly I'd serve thee,
Je - sus s fair - er Je - sus s pur - er,
Je - sus shines  bright - er, Je sus shines pur - er
Glo - ry and hon - or praise. ad - o - ra - tion,
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light of my soul, my oy, my crown.
he makes our sor - rowing  spir it sing.
than all  the an - gels n the sky.
now and for - ev - er - more be thine!
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COMMUNION HYMN “Soon and Very Soon” ELW 439
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I Soon and wver - ¥y soom
2 No more cry - in" there. i i .
3 No more ‘E’ - in’ there. we are  goin® to see the King,
4 Soon and wver - ¥y soon
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Hal-le - lu - jah,

| Codar wifter stz 4
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hal-le - lu - jah,

we're goin' o see the King!
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Congregation will remain seated.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (4ssisting Minister)
Let us pray.

God of field and flower, wheat and grape,

you have nourished us with the bread of heaven
that gives life to the world.

Strengthened by the body and blood of your Son,
send us out to gather your good gifts for all who
hunger and thirst,

and embolden us to love and serve in Christ’s name.

Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The congregation stands to receive the blessing.
BLESSING

The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you,

God the Son save you,

and God the Holy Spirit anoint you for the work ahead.
The holy Trinity bless you =+

and grant you a faithful and courageous heart

now and forever.

Amen.
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SENDING SONG “O Worship the King” ELW 842
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I Oh, wor - ship  the King, all glo - nous  a bove.
2 The ecarth with s store of won - ders  un told,
3 Your boun - i - ful care what  tongue can e cite?
4 Frail chil - dren of dust and fee - ble as frail,
50 mea - sure - less might, in ef - fa - ble love,
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Oh, grate - ful - ly sing God's pow - er and love;
Al - might - v,  your pow'r has  found - ed of old;
It breathes in the air, it shines In the light,
in you do  we  frusi, nor find  you 1o fail;
while an - gels de - light 1o hymn  you a haove,
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our  shield and de - fend - er,  the An - cienmt  of  Days
es - tab - lished 1t fast by a change -less  de - cree,
it streams from  the  hills, 1t de - scends 1o the  plain,
your mer - cies, how ten - der, how firm to  the end
the  hum - bler c¢re - a - tion, though fee - ble their lays,
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pa - vil - ioned in splen - dor, and gird - ed with  praise.
and  round it has cast, lke a man - tle,  the sed.
and  sweet -1y dis - tills  in the dew and  the rain,
our mak - er, de fend - er, e - deem - er, and friend.
with tuwe ad - o ra - tion  shall sing  to your  praise.
- ‘
Tﬁv—}—ﬁ' 4 £ e—f
F— r - = |
| I r - | r 1 =

17



DISMISSAL

Go in Peace...

Thanks be to God.

PRELUDE “Deo Gracias” J Jenkins

Materials reproduced from Sundays and Seasons Copyright 2019@ Augsburg Fortress Publishers .
All music used with permission CCLI license # 1000417 Expiration 6/30/2026;
One License #A-741564, Expiration 05/22/26
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