3RP SUNDAY OF ADVENT I1l, DECEMBER 15TH, 2024
PRELUDE: “Comfort, Comfort, Now My People” A. K. Organ
WELCOME

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH- “Come to us, Emmanuel” C.
McClure

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God,

alive in the world,

reviving creation,

arriving soon.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.

God of mercy,

we confess that we have sinned.

We trust earthly powers and human authority alone.
We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts.

God of might,

we confess that we have sinned.

We have turned away from our neighbors.
We have trusted false promises.

God in our midst,

we confess that we have sinned.
We plead: come to us.

Bring your mercy to birth in us.

A righteous branch springs forth:

it is Christ the Lord, our Savior,

in whom we have forgiveness, life, and mercy.
By the power of the Holy Spirit,

receive the grace and forgiveness of God
through = Christ Jesus,

whose day draws near.
Amen.



GATHERING SONG: ELW 242 «“Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn”
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1 A - wake! A - wake, and greet the new morn, for
2 To us, to all in sor - row and fear, Em -
3 In dark - est night his com - ing shall be, when
4 Re - joice, re - joice, take heart in the night, though
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an - gels her-ald its dawn - ing. Sing out your joy, for
man - u - el comes a - sing - ing, his hum - ble song is
all  the world is de - spair-ing, as morn - ing light so
dark the win-ter and  cheer-less, the ris - ing sun shall
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soon he is born, be - hold! the Child of our long - ing.
qui - et and near, yet fills the earth with its ring - ing;
qui - et and free, so warm and gen - tle and car - ing.

crown you with light, be strong and lov - ing and fear - less.
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Come as a ba - by weak and poor, to  bring all hearts to -
mu - sic to heal the bro - ken soul and hymns of lov - ing -
Then shall the mute break forth in song, the lame shall leap in
Love be our song and love our prayer and love our end - less
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geth - er, he o - pens wide the heav’'n -ly door and
kind - ness, the thun - der of his an - thems roll to
won - der, the weak be raised a - bove the strong, and
sto - r1y; may God fill ev - 'ry day we share and
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lives now in - side us for - ev - er
shat - ter all ha - tred and blind - ness.
weap-ons be  bro - ken a - sun - der
bring us at last in - to glo - 1y

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: REJOICE, REJOICE, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

GREETING — Pastor

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal -vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy
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For the peace ol the whole world, lor the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the wnity of all, let ws pray 1w the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord Lord have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de -fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY (Assisting Minister)
Let us pray. (A brief silence is kept before the prayer.)

Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the
preaching of John, that, rejoicing in your salvation, we may bring forth the fruits of
repentance; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Say: You may be seated.

FIRST READING: ZEPHANIAH 3:14-20
A reading from Zephaniah.

14 Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel!

Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem! * The Lord has taken
away the judgments against you, he has turned away your enemies. The king of
Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no more. ** On that day it
shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak.

" The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice
over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult over you with
loud singing 8 as on a day of festival. | will remove disaster from you, so that you
will not bear reproach for it. **I will deal with all your oppressors at that time. And
| will save the lame and gather the outcast, and | will change their shame into praise
and renown in all the earth. ?° At that time I will bring you home, at the time when |
gather you; for I will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the
earth, when | restore your fortunes before your eyes, says the Lord.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



PSALI\H/IZ ISAIAH 12:2-6
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2 Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not ! be afraid,
for the Lord God is my strength and my might, and has become ! my salvation.
3With joy you ! will draw water
from the wells ! of salvation.
* And you will say in that day: Give thanks to the Lord, call | on God’s name;
make known the deeds of the Lord among the nations; proclaim that this name
'is exalted.
5Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done ! gloriously;
let this be known in ! all the earth.
® Shout aloud and sing for joy, O ! royal Zion,
for great in your midst is the Holy | One of Israel.

SECOND READING: PHILIPPIANS 4:4-7
A reading from Philippians.

*Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. ® Let your gentleness be
known to everyone. The Lord is near. ® Do not worry about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God. " And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

The congregation rises to welcome the gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION- CHOIR



GOSPEL: LUKE 3:7-18
The holy gospel according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

’ John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruits worthy of
repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’;
for | tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. ® Even
now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”

19 And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” ! In reply he said to
them, “Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever
has food must do likewise.” *2 Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they
asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” ** He said to them, “Collect no more
than the amount prescribed for you.” ** Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what
should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or
false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.”

15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their
hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, ® John answered all of
them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is
coming; | am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit and fire. " His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing
floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with
unquenchable fire.”

18 S0, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people.
The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.
CHILDRENS SERMON
SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 244 “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” (Choir Vs.
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1 Re - joice, re-joice, be - liev - ers, and let your lights ap - pear;
2 The watch-ers on the moun-tain pro - claim the bride-groom near;
3 The saints, whohere in pa - tience their cross and suf - f’rings bore,
4 QOur hope and ex -pec - ta - tion, O Je - sus, now ap - pear;
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the eve-ning is ad - vanc - ing, and dark-er night is near.
go forth as he ap - proach-es with al - le - lu - ias  clear.
shall live and reign for - ev - er when sor-row is no  more.
a - rise, O Sun so longed for, o’er this be-night-ed sphere.
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The  bride-groom is a - ris - ing and soon is draw-ing nigh.
The  mar - riage feast is wait - ing; the gates wide o - pen stand.
A - round the throne of glo - ry the Lamb they shall be - hold;
With hearts and hands up - lift - ed, we plead, O Lord, to see
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Up, pray and watch and wres - tle; at mid - night comes the  cry.
A - rise, O heirs of glo - ry; the bride-groom is at  hand.
in tri - umph cast be - fore him their di - a - dems of gold.
the day of earth’s re - demp - tion that sets your peo - ple free!

Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660—1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823-1907
Music: HAF TRONES LAMPA FARDIG, Swedish folk tune



APOSTLES’ CREED

With one voice, in unity with the church catholic, let us confess our faith in the
words of the Apostles’ Creed.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and places
that long for God’s presence.

God who reforms, fill your church with courage to do your will. Empower your
people in taking risks that bear fruit. Raise up leaders who will proclaim the good
news especially St. Paul Lutheran Church in Au Gres and their pastor Rev. Max
Miller. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

God who creates, you hold in balance diverse ecosystems. Encourage efforts to
protect wild lands from devastation. Care for animals and people in the path of
destructive fires, storms, and other disasters. Lord, in your mercy, receive our
prayer.

God who leads, this world cries out for true justice. Guide legislatures, judges, and
lawyers in actions steeped in love and restoration. Increase the desire to advocate
for all who are confronted with discrimination and oppression based on race,
gender, sexuality, class, or age. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

God who embraces, help us notice the places where your people are hurting or sick,
especially those on St. Peter’s prayer list (See prayer list in the bulletin) and those
we name aloud now or in the silence of our hearts. Show your compassion and
remember your people in love. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

God who abides, you dwell among the people of this congregation. Deepen our
relationships with one another, and make us aware of the diverse talents and gifts
present here. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

God who consoles, we thank you for the time we have had with loved ones who
have died. Comfort us with the promise of everlasting life in you. Lord, in your
mercy, receive our prayer.

Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our hearts, in
the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

b

Say: “We invite you to share a sign of Christ’s peace with one another.’



OFFERING

OFFERTORY RESPONSE “Prepare the Way, O Zion” C. McLure, Rebekah
Seng (flute)

OFFERING PRAYER (Assisting Minister)
Let us pray. (A brief silence.)

God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and
with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in
need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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we praise your name and join their un - end - ing hymn:

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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Ho-1ly, ho-1ly, ho -1ly Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
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heav’'n and earth are  full of  your glo - 1y
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Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed s he who comes
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:

Blessed are you for the birth of creation.

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.

Blessed are you for your promise to your people.

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup

we remember your Word dwelling among us,

full of grace and truth.

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.

Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.
Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.
Fill us with your light,
Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
13



All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,

Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High,

one God, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Behold, God is making all things new.
Come take your place in the new creation, because at this table, all are welcome!

The assembly may be seated.
COMMUNION SONG ELW PG 154 “Lamb of God”

e e
'@Ju) 7 7,3—D o P - —— O
Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
7?_#1':." I r —— 1 i 1 S T —1 ! —
@ 1 dl. « D] # o7 i_ I _’}—i_d_v _ﬂ—ﬂ\_t
us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have

] e ————
S ———f—— 2 e
I A W 7 [ — I I ——]
I LR I 4 . 1
mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the
0 4 ; , ; .
A T e N W ! - — T ! 3 —
N Il 1 1 | 1 1 1 f 4 1 1 1
[+ 10 ~ [ & [+ 10 ~ a8 | |
W—ﬁ‘—i 1 * A S B— | (4]
J 1 T ~ g
sin of the world; grant us peace, grant  us  peace.

COMMUNION HYMN ELW 256 “Comfort, Comfort, Now My People”
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1 “Com - fort, com-fort now my peo - ple; tell of peace!” So says our God.
2 For the her-ald’s voice is cry - ing in the des - ert far and near,
3 Straightshall be what long was crook - ed, and the rough - er plac - es plain.
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Com-fort those who sit in dark - ness mourn-ing un - der sor-row’s load.
call -ing us to true re- pen - tance, since the reign of God is here.
Let your hearts be true and hum - ble, as be-fits God’s ho - ly reign.
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To God’speo - ple now pro-claim  that God’s par - don waits for them!
Oh, that warn - ing cry o - bey! Now pre-pare for God a way.
For the glo - ry of the Lord now on earth is shed a-broad,
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Tell them that their war is o - ver; God will reign in peace for-ev - er.
Val - leys, rise  to greet the Sav - ior; hills, bow down in hum-ble fa - vor
and all flesh shall see the to - ken that God’s word is nev - er bro - ken.

Text: Johann G. Olearius, 1635-1711; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: FREU DICH SEHR, Trente quatre pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551
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CONGREGATION WILL REMAIN SEATED.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (Assisting Minister)
Let us pray. (A brief silence.)

God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the
hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and
to proclaim the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SENDING

The congregation stands to receive the blessing.

BLESSING FOR ADVENT
God of endings and beginnings,
God in the darkness and the light,
God, our hope for the journey,

+ bless and keep you now and forever.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN: ELW 259 “Fling Wide the Door”
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1 Fling wide the door, un - bar the gate; the King of glo - ry
2 He is the rock of our be - lief, the heart of mer - cy’s
3 Oh, hap - py towns and bless - ed lands that live by their true
4 Come, Lord, our Sav - ior, Je - sus Christ; our hearts are o - pen
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gen - tle self. His king - ly crown is ho - li-ness; his
king’s com-mands. And bless - ed be the hearts he rules, the
wide in trust. Oh, show us now your love - ly grace, up -
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Sav - ior of the  world who brings his great sal - va - tion

scep - ter is his love - li - ness; he brings our sor - rows

hum - ble plac - es where he dwells. He is the right - ful

on our sor - rows shine your face, and let your Ho - ly
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to the earth. So raise a shout of ho - ly mirth and
to an end. Now glad - ly praise our king and friend, and
Son of bliss who fills our lives and makes us  his, cre -
Spir - it guide our jour - ney in your grace so wide. We
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praise our God and Lord, Cre - a - tor, Spir - it, Word.
wor - ship him with song for sav - ing us from wrong.

a - tor of the world, our on - ly strength for good.
praise your ho - ly name, from age to age the same!

Text: Georg Weissel, 1590-1635; tr. Gracia Grindal, b. 1943
Music: MACHT HOCH DIE TUR, J. A. Freylinghausen, Geistreiches Gesangbuch, 1704
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Dismissal
The pastor sends the assembly into mission.

Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE: “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” A. K. Organ
Materials reproduced from Sundays and Seasons Copyright 2019@ Augsburg
Fortress Publishers .

All music used with permission CCLI license # 1000417 Expiration 6/30/2025;
One License #A-741564, Expiration 05/22/25
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