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CHRISTMAS DAY - DECEMBER 25, 2024 
 

PRELUDE: “Ding, Dong Merrily on High” R. Shepard 
 

WELCOME 
 

GATHERING SONG: ELW 283 “O Come All Ye Faithful”  
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OPENING DIALOGUE 
 

Come! Look upon the baby Jesus,  

Cradled in the arms of his mother . 

Seeing this wondrous sight,  

may our hearts be comforted 

and our spirits filled with peace. 
 

Come! Listen to choirs of angels  

announcing good news to all people. 

Hearing this marvelous song, may we too sing; 

Glory to God in the highest! 
 

Come! Receive this ancient story in in your heart,  

not as in history but as a gift. 

Opening our hearts to this great mystery, 

may Christ be born in us today. 
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ELW 279 “O Little Town of Bethlehem” (Vs. 4, only) 

 
 

Hear the good news and rejoice! 

You are God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, 

☩ forgiven in Christ, 

and freed to respond in joy. 

Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  (Assisting Minister) 
  

Let us pray.  (A brief silence is kept before the prayer.) 
 

Almighty God, you gave us your only Son to take on our human nature and to 

illumine the world with your light. By your grace adopt us as your children and 

enlighten us with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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FIRST READING: ISAIAH 52:7-10 
 

A reading from Isaiah. 
 

 7 How beautiful upon the mountains 

  are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 

 who brings good news, 

  who announces salvation, 

  who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 

 8 Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 

  together they sing for joy; 

 for in plain sight they see 

  the return of the Lord to Zion. 

 9 Break forth together into singing, 

  you ruins of Jerusalem; 

 for the Lord has comforted his people, 

  he has redeemed Jerusalem. 

 10 The Lord has bared his holy arm 

  before the eyes of all the nations; 

 and all the ends of the earth shall see 

  the salvation of our God. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

RESPONSE: “In Dulci Jubilo” ARR. I. Higginson 

Duet – Hannah Lake- Snow and Abbey Beck Snow 
 

SECOND READING: HEBREWS 1:1-4 
 

A reading from Hebrews. 
 

1 Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 
2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all 

things, through whom he also created the worlds. 3 He is the reflection of God’s 

glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his 

powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right 

hand of the Majesty on high, 4 having become as much superior to angels as the 

name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 



5 
 

 

RESPONSE: ELW 291 “Let Our Gladness Have No End” (Vs. 1) 

 
GOSPEL: JOHN 1:1-14 
 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, 

and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in him 

was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness did not overcome it. 

  6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness 

to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the 

light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, 

was coming into the world. 

  10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the 

world did not know him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his own people did 

not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave 

power to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of 

the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
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 14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 

glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
  

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 295 “Of Father’s Love Begotten” (Vs. 1-3) 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the church, the earth, 

and all people. 
 

The church sings a new song for you, O God. By the water of rebirth, you claim us 

as your own. Renew all the baptized by your Spirit of grace and truth, and 

embolden us to announce your salvation to all. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

The heavens and the earth are the work of your hands. By your Word, all things 

have come into being. Protect coastlands and waters. Awaken in us a heightened 

care for habitats threatened by rising sea levels. God of grace, receive our prayer.  
 

Beautiful are the feet of your messengers who announce peace. Sustain the work of 

diplomats, relief agencies, and all who strive for peace in places of conflict and 

violence. God of grace, receive our prayer.  
 

You guard the lives of your faithful ones and rescue them in times of distress. Heed 

the cries of all who are afraid. Comfort the grieving and despairing, the lonely and 

forgotten, and those who are ill especially those on St. Peter’s prayer list (See 

prayer list in the bulletin) and those we name aloud now or in the silence of our 

hearts. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

Voices and instruments ring out with melodies of praise to you. Bless the music 

ministries of this congregation and all who lead us in making a joyful noise in 

worship (local musicians or ensembles may be named). God of grace, receive our 

prayer. 
 

We give you thanks for our ancestors in faith. As their lives bear witness to your 

light and love, inspire us to testify to the hope we share in you. God of grace, 

receive our prayer.  
 

We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace made known to all, 

through the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

Say: “We invite you to share a sign of Christ’s peace with one another.” 
 

 



9 
 

OFFERING  
 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE “I heard the Bells on Christmas Day”  

 
 

 

OFFERING PRAYER (Assisting Minister) 
  

Let us pray.  (A brief silence.)  
 

Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor to 

bring the riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be 

blessing for others. With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout 

for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

DIALOGUE 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord.   
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh 

you have opened the eyes of faith 

to a new and radiant vision of your glory, 

that, beholding the God made visible, 

we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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SANCTUS:  ELW 295  “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” (Vs. 4-5) 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

Holy God, 

Creator of all and Source of life, 

at the birth of time 

your word brought light into the world. 

 

In the fullness of time, 

you sent your Word, born of Mary, 

to shine in our darkness 

and to make us your daughters and sons. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, 

his birth and life among us, 

his death and resurrection, 

we await his coming again 

when all things will be restored in him. 

By your Spirit bless us and this bread and cup, 

that, held and nourished by you, 

we may live as your children, 

shining with the light of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, 

both now and forever.  Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
  

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

A child has been born to us; a son given to us. 

 Come, receive the gift of Jesus. 
 

The congregation may be seated.   
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COMMUNION SONG: ELW 296 “What Child is This” 

   
 

 

CONGREGATION WILL REMAIN SEATED. 
 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (Assisting Minister) 

Let us pray.  (A brief silence.) 
 

Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal we have 

feasted on your grace. May your Word take flesh in us, that we may be your holy 

people, revealing your glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. Amen.   
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SENDING 

The congregation stands to receive the blessing. 
 

BLESSING 

The God of love, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

lavish you with grace, 

illumine your path, 

and increase your joy, 

today and always. Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN:  ELW 288 “Good Christians  Friends Rejoice” 
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DISMISSAL 

The pastor sends the assembly into mission. 

… 

Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE: “Noel” L. Daquin 
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