CHRISTMAS DAY - DECEMBER 25, 2024

PRELUDE: “Ding, Dong Merrily on High” R. Shepard
WELCOME

GATHERING SONG: ELW 283 “O Come All Ye Faithful”
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1 O come, all ye faith - ful, joy - ful and ftri - um - phant! O
2 The high - est, most ho - ly, light of light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, sing in ex-ul - ta - tion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this hap-py morn - ing;
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come ye, O come ye to Beth - le - hem;
born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal he comes;
sing, all  ye cit - i - zens of heav - en a - bove!
Je - sus, to thee be . .. glo - ry giv'n!
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come and be - hold him, born the king of an - gels:
Son of  the Fa - ther now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Glo - ry to God . . .. in... the... high - est:
Word of  the Fa - ther, now in flesh ap - pear - ing:
Refrain
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Ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus, ve - ni - te a-do - re - mus,
O come, let us a - dore him, O come, let us a - dore him,
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ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus Do - mi - num.
O come, let us a - dore him, Christ the Lord!

Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-1880, sts. 1, 3—4; tr. unknown, st. 2
Music: ADESTE FIDELES, attr. John Francis Wade



OPENING DIALOGUE

Come! Look upon the baby Jesus,
Cradled in the arms of his mother .
Seeing this wondrous sight,

may our hearts be comforted
and our spirits filled with peace.

Come! Listen to choirs of angels

announcing good news to all people.

Hearing this marvelous song, may we too sing;
Glory to God in the highest!

Come! Receive this ancient story in in your heart,
not as in history but as a gift.

Opening our hearts to this great mystery,

may Christ be born in us today.



ELW 279 “O Little Town of Bethlehem” (Vs. 4, only)
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O lit - tle town of Beth-le-hem,how still we see thee lie!
For Christ is born of Mar - 'y, and, gath-ered all a - bove
How si - lent-1ly, how si-lent-ly the won-drous gift is  giv'n!
O ho - ly child of Beth-le-hem, de - scend to us, we pray;
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep the si - lent stars go  by;
while mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep their watch of won-d’ring love.
So God im-parts to  hu - man hearts the bless-ings of his heav'n.
cast out our sin, and en - ter in, be born in us to - day.
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yet in thy dark streets shin - eth the ev - er - last - ing light.
(0] morn-ing stars, to - geth - er pro - claim the ho - ly birth,
No ear may hear his com - ing; but, in this world of sin,
We  hear the Christ-mas an - gels the great glad tid - ings  tell;
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The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee to - night.
and prais-es sing to God the king, and peace to  all the earth!
where meek souls will re - ceive him, still the dear Christ en - ters in.
oh, come to us, a - bide with us, our Lord Im - man - u - el!

Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893
Music: ST. LOUIS, Lewis H. Redner, 1831-1908

Hear the good news and rejoice!
You are God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved,
+ forgiven in Christ,

and freed to respond in joy.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (Assisting Minister)
Let us pray. (A brief silence is kept before the prayer.)

Almighty God, you gave us your only Son to take on our human nature and to
illumine the world with your light. By your grace adopt us as your children and
enlighten us with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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FIRST READING: ISAIAH 52:7-10

A reading from Isaiah.

"How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of the messenger who announces peace,
who brings good news,
who announces salvation,
who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.”
8 Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices,
together they sing for joy;
for in plain sight they see
the return of the Lord to Zion.
®Break forth together into singing,
you ruins of Jerusalem;
for the Lord has comforted his people,
he has redeemed Jerusalem.
19 The Lord has bared his holy arm
before the eyes of all the nations;
and all the ends of the earth shall see
the salvation of our God.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSE: “In Dulci Jubilo” ARR. I. Higginson
Duet — Hannah Lake- Snow and Abbey Beck Snow

SECOND READING: HEBREWS 1:1-4
A reading from Hebrews.

1 Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets,
?but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all
things, through whom he also created the worlds.  He is the reflection of God’s
glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his
powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right
hand of the Majesty on high, *having become as much superior to angels as the
name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



RESPONSE: ELW 291 “Let Our Gladness Have No End” (Vs. 1)
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1 Let our glad-ness have no end, Hal - le - Iu - jah!
2 Proph-e - sied in days of old, Hal - le - Iu - jah!
3 See the love -liest bloom-ing rose, Hal - le - Iu - jah!
4 In - to flesh 1s made the Word, Hal - le - lu - jah!
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for to earth did Christ de - scend. Hal - le - Tu - jah!
God has sent the one fore - told. Hal - le - Tu - jah!
from the branch of Jes - se  grows. Hal - le - Tu - jah!
our true rtef - uge and our Lord Hal - le - Tu - jah!
Refrain
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On this day God gave us Christ, the Son, to
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save us; Christ, the Son, to save us.

Text: Bohemian carol, 15th cent.; tr, unknown
Music: NARODIL SE KRISTUS PAN. Bohemian carol. 15th cent.

GOSPEL: JOHN 1:1-14

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

! In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. 2He was in the beginning with God. * All things came into being through him,
and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being #in him
was life, and the life was the light of all people. ° The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness did not overcome it.

® There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. ' He came as a witness
to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the
light, but he came to testify to the light. ® The true light, which enlightens everyone,
was coming into the world.

19He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the
world did not know him. ! He came to what was his own, and his own people did
not accept him. 2 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave
power to become children of God, ¥ who were born, not of blood or of the will of
the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
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14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the
glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



1 Of the Fa - ther’s love be - got - ten ere the worlds be -
2 Oh, that birth for - ev - er bless - ed, when the vir - gin,
3 This is he whom seers in old time chant - ed of with
4 Let the heights of heav’n a - dore him; an - gel hosts, his
5 Christ, to thee, with God the Fa - ther, and, O Ho - ly
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gan to be, he is Al-pha and O - me - ga,
full of grace, by the Ho - ly Ghost con - ceiv - ing,
one ac - cord, whom the voic - es of the proph - ets
prais - es sing; pow’rs, do - min - ions, bow be - fore him
Ghost, to thee, hymn and chant and high thanks-giv - ing
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he the source, the end - ing he, of the things that are, that
bore the Sav - ior of our race, and the babe, the world’sre -
prom-ised in their faith - ful word; now he shines, the long - ex -
and ex - tol our God and King; let no tongue on earth be
and un-wea - ried prais - es be: hon -or, glo - ry, and do -
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have been, and that fu - ture years shall see,
deem - er, first re - vealed his sa - cred face,
pect - ed; let cre - a - tion praise its Lord
si - lent, ev - ‘ry voice in con - cert ring
min - ion, and e - ter - nal vic - to - 1y
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ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
ev - er - more and ev - er - more! A - men.

Text: Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, 348—413; tr. composite
Music: DIVINUM MYSTERIUM, plainsong mode V, 13th cent.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the church, the earth,
and all people.

The church sings a new song for you, O God. By the water of rebirth, you claim us
as your own. Renew all the baptized by your Spirit of grace and truth, and
embolden us to announce your salvation to all. God of grace, receive our prayer.

The heavens and the earth are the work of your hands. By your Word, all things
have come into being. Protect coastlands and waters. Awaken in us a heightened
care for habitats threatened by rising sea levels. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Beautiful are the feet of your messengers who announce peace. Sustain the work of
diplomats, relief agencies, and all who strive for peace in places of conflict and
violence. God of grace, receive our prayer.

You guard the lives of your faithful ones and rescue them in times of distress. Heed
the cries of all who are afraid. Comfort the grieving and despairing, the lonely and
forgotten, and those who are ill especially those on St. Peter’s prayer list (See
prayer list in the bulletin) and those we name aloud now or in the silence of our
hearts. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Voices and instruments ring out with melodies of praise to you. Bless the music
ministries of this congregation and all who lead us in making a joyful noise in
worship (local musicians or ensembles may be named). God of grace, receive our
prayer.

We give you thanks for our ancestors in faith. As their lives bear witness to your
light and love, inspire us to testify to the hope we share in you. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace made known to all,
through the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

s

Say: “We invite you to share a sign of Christ’s peace with one another.’



OFFERING
OFFERTORY RESPONSE “I heard the Bells on Christmas Day”
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I heard  the bells on Christ - mas  day their old  fam - i - liar

1 thought, as now  this day had come, The bel - fries of all
And in des-pair 1 bowed . my head: There is N peace  on
Then pealed  the bells more lowd and deep: "God is  mot dead nor
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Chris - ten - dom  Had rung  so  long  theun bro - ken song Of  peace on earth, good
canth” [ said, “For hate  is strong and  mocks the song Of  peace on earih, good
& A doth  He sleep” The  wrong shall fail, the right pre-wvail, With peace on earth, good
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will i all.
will 1o all.
will fo all,
will 1y all.

OFFERING PRAYER (Assisting Minister)
Let us pray. (A brief silence.)

Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor to
bring the riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be
blessing for others. With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout
for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh

you have opened the eyes of faith

to a new and radiant vision of your glory,

that, beholding the God made visible,

we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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SANCTUS: ELW 295 “Of'the Father’s Love Begotten” (Vs. 4-5)
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1 Of the Fa- ther’s love be - got - ten ere the worlds be -
2 Oh, that birth for - ev - er bless - ed, when the vir - gin,
3 This is he whom seers in old time chant-ed of with
4 Let the heights of heav’n a - dore him; an - gel hosts, his
5 Christ, to thee, with God the Fa - ther, and, O Ho - ly
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gan to be, he is Al-pha and O - me - ga,
full of grace, by the Ho - ly Ghost con - ceiv - ing,
one ac - cord, whom the voic - es of the proph - ets
prais - es sing; pow’rs, do - min - ions, bow be - fore him
Ghost, to thee, hymn and chant and high thanks-giv - ing
0 |
y D
a: | P —
ANV & [ ] & ) & & = = [ _—
ST e o ® N
he the source,the end - ing he, of the things that are, that
bore the Sav - ior of our race, and the babe, the world’sre -
prom-ised in  their faith - ful word; now he shines, the long - ex -
and ex - tol our God and King; let no tongue on earth be
and un-wea - ried prais - es be: hon-or, glo - ry, and do -
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have been, and that fu - ture years shall see,
deem - er, first re - vealed his sa - cred face,
pect - ed; let cre - a - tion praise its Lord
si - lent, ev - ry voice in con - cert ring
min - ion, and e - ter - nal vic - to - 1y
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ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
ev - er - more and ev - er - more! A - men.

Text: Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, 348—413; tr. composite
Music: DIVINUM MYSTERIUM, plainsong mode V, 13th cent.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God,

Creator of all and Source of life,

at the birth of time

your word brought light into the world.

In the fullness of time,

you sent your Word, born of Mary,

to shine in our darkness

and to make us your daughters and sons.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,

his birth and life among us,

his death and resurrection,

we await his coming again

when all things will be restored in him.

By your Spirit bless us and this bread and cup,
that, held and nourished by you,

we may live as your children,

shining with the light of your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,

in your holy Church,

both now and forever. Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
A child has been born to us; a son given to us.
Come, receive the gift of Jesus.

The congregation may be seated.
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COMMUNION SONG: ELW 296 “What Child is This”
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1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mar-y’s lap is sleep-ing?
2 Why lies he in such mean es-tate  where ox and ass are feed - ing?
3 So bring him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; come, peas-ant, king, to own him.
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Whom an - gels greet with an-thems sweet while shep-herds watch are keep - ing?
Good Chris-tian, fear; for sin-ners here the si - lent Word is plead-ing.
The King of kings sal - va-tion brings;let lov - ing hearts en-throne him.
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This, this  is  Christ the king, whom shep-herds guard and  an- gels sing;
Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borme for me, for you;
Raise,raise the song on high, the vir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
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haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
joy. joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mar - y!

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898
Music: GREENSLEEVES, English ballad, 16th cent.

CONGREGATION WILL REMAIN SEATED.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (Assisting Minister)
Let us pray. (A brief silence.)

Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal we have
feasted on your grace. May your Word take flesh in us, that we may be your holy
people, revealing your glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and

Lord. Amen.
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SENDING

The congregation stands to receive the blessing.

BLESSING

The God of love,

Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit,
lavish you with grace,

illumine your path,

and increase your joy,

today and always. Amen.

SENDING HYMN: ELW 288 “Good Christians Friends Rejoice”
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1 Good Chris -tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
2 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
3 Good Chris -tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
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give ye heed to what we say: Je - sus Christ is born to-day;
now ye hear of end - less bliss: Je - sus Christ was born for this!
now ye need not fear the grave; Je - sus Christ was born to save!
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ox and ass be - fore him bow, and he 1is in
He has o - pened heav-en’s door, and we are blest
Calls you one and «calls you all to  gainthe ev -

the man-ger now.
for - ev - er - more.
er - last-ing hall.
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Christ is born to - day! Christ is bormm to - day!
Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this!
Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save!

Text: Medieval Latin carol; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866
Music: IN DULCI JUBILO, German carol, 14th cent.
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DISMISSAL
The pastor sends the assembly into mission.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: “Noel” L. Daquin

Materials reproduced from Sundays and Seasons Copyright 2019@ Augsburg Fortress Publishers .
All music used with permission CCLI license # 1000417 Expiration 6/30/2025;
One License #A-741564, Expiration 05/22/25
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