APRIL 12,2026 NOW THE FEAST AND CELEBRATION
PRELUDE “Open the Eyes of My Heart” P. Baloche
WELCOME

The assembly stands at the pastor’s invitation.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne
and to the Lamb!

Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Merciful God,

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.
You lead us beside still waters.

We thank you for the waters of creation:

morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.

We thank you for the waters that nourish us

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness

who accompanies us on our journeys.

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us.

Fill us with the breath of peace.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,
and for making us a new creation.

We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever.

Amen.



ELW 377

GATHERING HYMN “Alleluia! Jesus is Risen!”
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1 Al - le lu - ia! Je - sus is ris - en!
2 Walk-ing  the way, Christ in the cen - ter
3 Je - sus the vine, we are the branch - es;
4 Weep-ing, be gone; sor - row, be si - lent
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Splen-dor, the Lamb, heav - en for - ev - er!
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Oh, what a mir - a - cle God has in sight!
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (4ssisting Minister)
Let us pray.

Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of those who
doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the fullness of Christ’s
blessing, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
HYMN OF PRAISE “Now the Feast and Celebration” ELW 167
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You may be seated as we hear the word of God.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

FIRST READING ACTS 2: 14A, 22-32

After the Holy Spirit comes to the apostles on Pentecost, Peter preaches the gospel to the gathered
crowd. He tells them that Jesus, who obediently went to his death according to God’s plan, was raised
from the dead by God. Finally, he appeals to scripture, quoting Psalm 16:8-11, to show that Jesus is the
Messiah: though crucified, the risen Jesus is now enthroned.

A reading from Acts.

14a peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd]: 22 “Fellow
Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God
with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you
yourselves know %3 this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and
foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law.

24 But God raised him up, having released him from the agony of death, because it was
impossible for him to be held in its power. 2° For David says concerning him,

‘I saw the Lord always before me,

for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken;
26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;
moreover, my flesh will live in hope.
7 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades
or let your Holy One experience corruption.
28Y ou have made known to me the ways of life;
you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’

29 “Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both
died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. *° Since he was a prophet, he
knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on
his throne. 3! Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying,

‘He was not abandoned to Hades,

nor did his flesh experience corruption.’
32“This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.”
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING 1 Peter 1: 3-9

This epistle was written to encourage Christians experiencing hardships and suffering because of their
faith in Christ. The letter opens by blessing God for the living hope we have through Christ’s
resurrection even amid difficult circumstances and surroundings.

A reading from First Peter.

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given
us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead

% and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for
you, > who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to
be revealed in the last time. ® In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have
had to suffer various trials, 7 so that the genuineness of your faith—being more precious
than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and
glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 3 Although you have not seen him, you
love him, and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with
an indescribable and glorious joy, ° for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the
salvation of your souls.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

The assembly rises to welcome the gospel.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al- le- lu- ia, - - Al - le - lu- jia, - - Al - le - lu- ia!

Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.
Repeat Alleluia.

GOSPEL John 20:19-31 The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a
commission, and the gift of the Holy Spirit. But one of their number is missing, and his unbelief prompts
another visit from the Lord.

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

The assembly listens to the gospel as it is read

! When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked
where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
“Peace be with you.” 2° After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then
the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. ! Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with
you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” > When he had said this, he breathed on
them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. * If you forgive the sins of any, they are
forgiven them,; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when
Jesus came. 2° So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to
them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of the
nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”

26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with
you.” ¥’ Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your
hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 2 Thomas answered him, “My Lord
and my God!” # Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me?
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”

39Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written
in this book. *! But these are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ



CHILDREN’S SERMON

SERMON



The assembly stands at the pastor’s invitation

HYMN OF THE DAY “Now the Green Blades Rises” ELW 379
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (4ssisting Minister)

The following response will be used after each petition: Merciful God, receive our
prayer.

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us
pray for the needs of all creation.

Almighty God, you give life to the dead and call into existence things that do not exist.
Breathe your Spirit upon us, that our faith may be renewed day by day. We pray for Hope
Lutheran of Rockford, MI and their supply pastors. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Maker of heaven and earth, your mercies are new every morning. Open us to the wonders
of creation, from the beauty of flowers to the complexity of subatomic particles. Merciful
God, receive our prayer.

God of peace, in every place where conflict rages, sow seeds of calm and openness to
reconciliation. Strengthen the resolve of leaders and citizens to work for peace in their
nations. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Healing God, come alongside all who are doubting, fearful, or suffering in any way. We
especially pray for those on St. Peter’s Prayer List (refer to those on the prayer list in the
bulletin) and those for whom we pray aloud or in the silence of our heart. (Slight Pause). .
Reveal to them your presence and assure them of the inheritance you have prepared for
them. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Giver of joy, let this assembly be a place of genuine love and mutual affection. Deepen
our care for one another and help us to embody your forgiving and sacrificial love.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life
to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

All are mvited to offer your sign of Christ’s peace to those gathered around you
today.
The assembly may be seated.



MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

The offering gathered at the beginning of the service for the mission of the church
including the care of those in need is presented to the altar. See the back of the bulletin
for online giving options.

OFFERTORY “Alleluia. Alleluia, Give Thanks” D. Fishel Praise Band

OFFERING PRAYER (4ssisting Minister)
Let us pray.

Merciful God,

accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day
when we will hunger and thirst no more.

Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus,

that goodness and mercy may follow us

and bless the world you love.

In the name of Jesus,

Amen.

The assembly stands at the pastor’s invitation.
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DIALOGUE
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

Congreganon:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, living, and loving God,
we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth.

We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood,

for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery,
and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer.
We give you thanks for Jesus
who, living among us,
healed the sick,
fed the hungry,
and with a love stronger than death,
gave his life for others.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this 1s my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
his life-giving death and glorious resurrection,
we await your promised life for all this dying world.
Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup:
carry us in your arms from death to life,
that we may live as your chosen ones,
clothed in the righteousness of Christ.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.

Amen
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LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table of new life.
Receive the risen Lord.

The assembly may be seated.
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COMMUNION HYMN “We Walk By Faith” ELW 635
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The assembly may remain seated.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (4ssisting Minister)
Let us pray.

Holy One,

through this meal you have made your home among us
and are making all things new.

Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts,

to love our enemies,

and to bring your healing to the nations.

In the name of Jesus,

Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The assembly stands to receive the blessing.
BLESSING

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,

= bless you now and forever.

Amen.
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SENDING HYMN “I’m So Glad, Jesus Lifted Me” ELW 860
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I'm SO glad
Je-sus lift-ed me. Sa - tan had me bound, Je-sus hift-ed me,
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sing-ing glo-ry, hal -le-lu - jah! Je - sus lift - ed me.
DISMISSAL

Go in Peace. Praise the Lord, Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE “He Is Exalted” T. Paris

Materials reproduced from Sundays and Seasons Copyright 2019@ Augsburg Fortress Publishers .
All music used with permission CCLI license # 1000417 Expiration 6/30/2026;

One License #A-741564, Expiration 05/22/26

Asst. D Marquette

Music: Praise Band

Reader: D Duggan

Cantor: None

Service Host: J & P Phelps
Hospitality: C Grimley/S Eifler
Narthex Host:

Flowers: van Balen
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