LEADERS GUIDE APRIL 26,2026 ELW SETTING THREE
PRELUDE “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing” C. Ore
WELCOME

The assembly may stand at the pastor’s invitation.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne
and to the Lamb!
Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Merciful God,

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.
You lead us beside still waters.

We thank you for the waters of creation:

morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.

We thank you for the waters that nourish us.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness

who accompanies us on our journeys.

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us.

Fill us with the breath of peace.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,
and for making us a new creation.

We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever.

Amen.



GATHERING SONG “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing” ELW 362 V. 1-4
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flow - ing from his wound-ed side. Al - le - lu - ia!
Christ the vic - tim, Christ the priest. Al - le - lu - ia!
through the wave that drowns the foe. Al - le - lu - ia!
eat we man - na from a - bove. Al - le - lu - ia!

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety through the
valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and security to
the joyous feast prepared in your house, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



HYMN OF PRAISE “This is the Feast”

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,

whose blood set us free to be people of God.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Power, riches, wisdom and strength,
and honor, blessing, and glory are his.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God,

and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.

Alleluia.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

The assembly may be seated to hear the word of God.
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WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

FIRST READING ACTS 2:42-47

Today’s reading is a description of life in the community following Peter’s sermon on the day of
Pentecost, when the Spirit was poured out on God’s people. The new community is sustained in worship
and fellowship, shares what they have, and ensures that everyone has enough.

A reading from Acts.

2 [The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and the prayers.

+ Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being done
through the apostles. ** All who believed were together and had all things in common;
4+ they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any
had need. *° Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread
at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 4’ praising God and having the
goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who
were being saved.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM “The Lord’s My Shepherd” ELW 778
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SECOND READING 1 Peter 2:19-25

Doing the right things does not guarantee that one will not experience difficulties, hardships, rejection,
or even suffering. Here Christ is presented as the model for our path of endurance and loyalty to God,
particularly amid adversity.

A reading from First Peter.

1t is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a person endures pain while suffering
unjustly. 2° If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if
you endure when you do good and suffer for it, this is a commendable thing before God.
21 For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an
example, so that you should follow in his steps.

22 “He committed no sin,

and no deceit was found in his mouth.”

23 When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten,
but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. ** He himself bore our sins in his
body on the cross, so that, having died to sins, we might live for righteousness; by his
wounds you have been healed. ?° For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have
returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

The assembly rises to welcome the gospel.

GOSPEL ACLAMATION
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Al- le- lu- ia, - - Al - le - lu- ja, - - Al - le - lu- ia!
Jesus says, I am the Good Shepherd; I know my own and my own know me.
REPEAT ALLELUIA



GOSPEL John 10: 1 -10

Jesus uses an image familiar to the people of his day to make a point about spiritual leadership. Those
who listen to Jesus are led to abundant life.

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

The assembly listens to the gospel as it is read

[Jesus said:] ! “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate
but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. > The one who enters by the gate is
the shepherd of the sheep. * The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his
voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.  When he has brought out all
his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice.
3> They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know
the voice of strangers.” ® Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not
understand what he was saying to them.

7So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. ® All
who came before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not listen to them. T am
the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved and will come in and go out and find
pasture. '° The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have
life and have it abundantly

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.



CHILDREN’S SERMON

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY “Have No Fear, Little Flock” ELW 764
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CREATION LITANY

Gracious God, by day and night we pour out our prayer to you. We are crying out for
justice, yearning for what is right, longing for your peace. Come quickly to help us, O
God, save those who call upon your name.

We see your creation destroyed by carelessness and greed, and your people cry: How
long, O Lord?

We hear the groaning as landfills overflow and habitats are cleared, and your people
cry: How long, O Lord?

We hear the groaning as plastics invade clear waters and coral reefs die, and your
people cry: How long O Lord?

We hear the groaning as smoke fills the air and catches in the throats of your
creatures, and your people cry: How long, O Lord?



We wait eagerly until that day when we, with all of creation, will be reconciled to you,
and until then your people cry: How long, O Lord?

All powerful God, you are present in the universe and in the smallest of your
creatures.
You embrace with your tenderness all that exists.

Pour out upon us the power of your love, that we may protect life and beauty.
Fill us with your peace, that we may live as siblings, harming no one.

O God of the poor, help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this earth, so
precious in your eyes.

Bring healing to our lives, that we may protect the world and not prey on it, that
we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction.

Touch the hearts of those who look only for gain at the expense of the poor and the
earth.

Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, to be filled with awe and
contemplation with your amazing creation.

Make us recognize that we are profoundly united with every creature as we journey
toward your infinite light as we thank you for being with us each day.
Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle, for justice, love and peace. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (4ssisting Minister)

The following response will be used after each petition: Merciful God, receive our
prayer.

Shepherding God, draw all people to yourself and lead them in paths of righteousness.
Embolden your church to enter the valleys of the world and guide us beside the still
waters of your grace. We pray for military and prison chaplains serving near and far. We
pray for Prince of Peace Lutheran church of Rose City, Mi and their pastor, Rev. David
Sprang. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Creator God, by the resurrection of your Son, show us your steadfast love and instruct
our hearts in your ways. Help us to revere and protect the wonders of your creation. We
pray especially for endangered species in Southwest Michigan: Piping Plover, Mitchell’s
Satyr Butterfly, Indiana Bat, Rusty-patched Bumble Bee, and various fresh-water
mussels. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Righteous Judge, strengthen and uphold those who work for justice and advocate for
human rights. Bring an end to oppression and save us from the temptation of violence or
vengeance. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Great Physician, walk with those who are grieving, and anoint those who are ill or
injured. We especially pray for those on St. Peter’s Prayer List (refer to those on the
prayer list in the bulletin) and those for whom we pray aloud or in the silence of our
heart. (Slight Pause).Restore them to health of body, mind, and spirit. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Good Shepherd, continually seek us out as lambs of your flock, and form us into a
community where all are honored and cared for. Spread a feast before us and fill our cups
to overflowing. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new
life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We invite you to share a sign of Christ’s peace with one another.
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MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

The offering gathered at the beginning of the service for the mission of the church
including the care of those in need is presented to the altar. See the back of the bulletin
for online giving options.

OFFERTORY “Loving Shepherd of Thy Sheep” arr. M. Pooler
Rachael Franks, soprano; Barb Heffner, alto

OFFERING PRAYER (4ssisting Minister)
Let us pray.

Merciful God,

accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day
when we will hunger and thirst no more.

Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus,

that goodness and mercy may follow us

and bless the world you love.

In the name of Jesus,

Amen.

The assembly stands at the pastor’s invitation
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DIALOGUE
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.
You have filled all creation with light and life;
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age:
the promise to Israel,

the rescue from Egypt,

the gift of the promised land,

the words of the prophets;

and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son,

who proclaimed the good news in word and deed

and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup

we remember the life our Lord offered for us.
And, believing the witness of his resurrection,
we await his coming in power

to share with us the great and promised feast.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
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Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,

that we who share in Christ’s body and blood

may live to the praise of your glory

and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Join our prayers with those of your servants

of every time and every place,

and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest
until he comes as victorious Lord of all.

Through him, with him, in him,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father,

now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table of new life.
Receive the risen Lord.

The assembly may be seated.

COMMUNION SONG “Lamb of God”
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COMMUNION MUSIC “I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb” C. Ore
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COMMUNION HYMN “The King of Love, My Shepherd Is” ELW 502
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5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 6 And so, through all the length of days,

thine unction grace bestoweth;
and, oh, what transport of delight
from thy pure chalice floweth!

The assembly will remain seated.
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thy goodness faileth never.
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise
within thy house forever.




PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (4ssisting Minister)
Let us pray.

Holy One,

through this meal you have made your home among us
and are making all things new.

Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts,

to love our enemies,

and to bring your healing to the nations.

In the name of Jesus,

Amen
SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
The assembly stands to receive the blessing.
BLESSING

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,

* bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN “ At the Lamb's High Feast We Sing” ELW 362
v. 5-8
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through the wave that drowns the foe. Al - le - Iu - ia!
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5 Mighty victim from the sky,
hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath you lie;
you have conquered in the fight,
you have brought us life and light.
Alleluia!

6 Now no more can death appall,
now no more the grave enthrall;
you have opened paradise,
and your saints in you shall rise.
Alleluia!
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7 Easter triumph, Easter joy!
This alone can sin destroy;
from sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free,
newborn souls in you to be.
Alleluia!

8 Father, who the crown shall give,
Savior, by whose death we live,
Spirit, guide through all our days:
Three in One, your name we praise.
Alleluia!



DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE: “Psalm 19” B Marcello

Materials reproduced from Sundays and Seasons Copyright 2019@ Augsburg Fortress Publishers .
All music used with permission CCLI license # 1000417 Expiration 6/30/2026;
One License #A-741564, Expiration 05/22/26

Presiding Pastor Ed Ruble
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